
Summer may be over for another year, but we all have some amazing memories from our 8-week 

sprint of providing life changing experiences to thousands of kids. This year, we were fortunate 

enough to set another record for the number of campers served (1925!) with our biggest 

increases in Teen and Literary Programs and Ranch Camp. We also increased the number of 

campers and families we helped with financial assistance, and most importantly, we had 

incredible feedback from both parents and campers on our program delivery and our staff.  Our 

campers loved the more intentional programming and the focus on building relationships while 

spending as much time outdoors as possible. Our evaluations were better than ever and we’ve 

included a few examples below. We already have hundreds of kids registered for summer 2017 

and we can’t wait to continue our trend of giving more kids a memorable experience at camp! 

Here’s what our campers and parents had to say: 

Another Magical Summer Complete! 

Kern Family News 
F A L L ,  2 0 1 6  

I just want to say Camp Kern was SO great for my daughter. Even though she is considered special 

needs the counselors did an amazing job at making her feel normal and like any other kid while 

being patient and understanding of her issues and behaviors. They followed through with 

consequence as they said they would at the start of each week without shaming her or making her 

feel worse. Everyone from Loretta in the office to Devin at the Circle K Ranch to the nurses to the 

counselors were just fantastic and made me comfortable in leaving her in their care. Thank you, 

thank you from the bottom of my heart for an amazing experience for her and a calm summer for 

me! 

I am unable to work right now I have a bad heart and other medical issues. Without your sup-

port, they would have never been able to go to camp. I hope that some how, you may be able to 

bring that joy to other kids that are not able to go due to finances. I will always be so grateful for 

the joy and happiness you shared with the twins. Thank you! God bless!  

I wanted to take the time and write a letter. I cant express my gratitude enough. The twins had 

so much fun. When they came home they told me of details from their week at camp. Each said 

they got to meet some real neat people and kids. They seemed to be very interested in the differ-

ent places and countries your staff came from. I, as well, found that extremely interesting. The 

played many games. Each told me of the things they enjoyed the most. Such as the hunt in the 

woods with the staff. The Hobbit theme was so awesome. It really helped kids have fun and be 

drawn into activities. They both learned about their likes and strengths. they received much posi-

tive influence. I, as a parent, seen a huge difference in their behaviors and attitudes. They said 

they will never forget it. They tell all their friends about the experience. When school started 

they even told their teachers.  
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“Devin brings to 

Kern an optimistic 

spirit, a genuine love 

of kids and camping, 

and a depth of horse 

knowledge. Her can 

do attitude and level 

of caring are 

amazing. ” 

~Dave Moran 

Staff Spotlight— Devin Carr 

Main Camp Bath House Renovation 
Camp bathrooms tradition-

ally have a bad reputation, 

but we have embarked on a 

mission to improve their 

image! Thanks to a grant 

from the YMCA of the 

USA’s Strategic Initiatives 

Fund, which was matched 

by funds from our Camp 

Kern Golf Outing event we 

are excited to have started 

work on a $20,000 expan-

sion and renovation to the 

lower bath house at main 

camp. The upgrade will 

include a building expan-

sion to include four addi-

tional showers, updating of 

our current showers, new 

toilets, new sinks and two 

new energy efficient water 

heaters. After making some 

improvements to the Elk 

Lodge bathrooms, this is 

the next step, and we hope 

to repeat this project for 

the upper bathhouse in 

2017.  

From there the next hurtle to jump on 
her way to horse happiness was landing 
a year round equine job. Seeing a 
posting for Kern, Devin applied, was 
hired, and was thrown into the job of 
Equestrian Director right at the begin-
ning of the summer season 2015. Her 
love of kids and knack to inspire staff 
has led to increased enrolment and 
many great experiences for our 400 
summer ranch campers. Additionally 
Devin oversees an extensive lesson pro-
gram, three barns, year round trail rides 
for hundreds of kids and parents, and a 
herd of seventy contented horses. 

Devin feared horses, really anything 
bigger than a Shih Tzu was a terror 
to her. That was until at the age of 
ten a friend coerced her into going 
to camp, a summer Girl Scout horse 
ridding camp. She was soon addict-
ed, retuning to Camp Redwing eve-
ry season and working during the 
school year grooming dogs, just to 
support her horse habit.  
 
When Devin outgrew her Girl Scout 
years she stayed on at Redwing as a 
barn hand, then moved up to coun-
selor and riding instructor where 
she discovered a love and ability to 
work with kids as well as horses. 

Finally she became Assistant 
Director of the camp. During the 
off season Devin went to the 
University of Findley studying 
equine science and graduating 
with a degree in Equine Busi-
ness.  

K E R N  F A M I L Y  N E W S  



Alumni Spotlight—Kent Barnheiser 
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become counselors for the Kettering 
schools’ outdoor education program.  
He also worked with Miami Universi-
ty to develop a student teaching 
program for our outdoor education 
program.  In addition, girls’ camp was 
expanded to a full summer program 
from two-weeks.  When I left Kern in 
1982, Kern had become a year-round 
camp.  Kent attributes much of the 
success to the outstanding summer 
and outdoor education staff. 
 
Looking back on his career at Kern, 
Kent has many wonderful memories:  
from the staff’s positive impact on 
the campers and the wonderful rela-
tionships that were developed over 
the years to the Kern blood that still 
flows through his veins, he continues 
to always get excited when turning 
into the Kern entrance.  Kent be-
lieves Kern is truly a magical place. 
 
There were many people over the 
years that were of significant influ-
ence to Kent during his years at 
Kern…too many to mention.  They 
included staff members, volunteers 
(including board members), donors 
and, campers, some of which contin-
ue to be friends with Kent today.  
There are three individuals who 
stand out in Kent’s mind and who 

influenced him not only during my time 
at Kern but also with his career with 
the Alzheimer’s Association as well. 
Jack Singerman:  Jack taught Kent much 
about supervising staff, working with a 
board of directors and developing a 
vision to move Kern forward.  These 
skills were instrumental in successes he 
achieved during his career with the 
Alzheimer’s Association. 
Frank Root and Bob Siebenthaler: Both 
Frank and Bob were members of Kern’s 
Board of Directors and Board Chairman 
during Kent’s time at Kern.  Kent 
learned from them how best to work 
with a board of directors and the board 
chair.  Their positive influence also 
impacted his career in the nonprofit 
sector throughout the remainder of his 
career.   
 
There have been many changes at 
Camp Kern since Kent was there.  Kent 
says he continues to be extremely im-
pressed with Kern’s 
growth and develop-
ment—he is equally 
impressed with its dedi-
cated staff.  And, Kern 
is a place he still loves 
to visit. 

Kent Barnheiser  was hired by Jack 
Singerman and began his career at 
Camp Kern in the summer of 1960 
as a Kern counselor and continued 
in this role for the next several 
years.  In addition to his counselor 
responsibilities, Kent was involved 
in working with campers in numer-
ous activities, such as Indian lore, 
crafts, trampolines, archery and 
swimming.  Kent was also a Village 
director for a couple of years and 
later became the aquatics director. 
After college and while teaching 
school, he continued his summer 
career as aquatics director and 
later as the associate executive 
director, under Jack Singerman’s 
leadership.  In 1971 Kent was hired 
full time as Kern’s associate execu-
tive director before taking on the 
role of executive director in 1974.  
 
Kent’s full-time responsibilities 
included further developing and 
expanding summer camp, outdoor 
education and weekend programs.  
The goal was to turn Kern into a 
year-round camping program.  Kent 
taught a counseling and leadership 
class for seniors at Fairmont East 
and West for a couple of years.  
Students in these classes would 

Arctic Dash-December 3rd 
Our Annual Mud Obstacle Run is just around the corner 
and with a record number of runners registered, a bunch 
of new and exciting obstacles and some new sponsors, 
this year promises to be our best Dash ever. The purpose 
of the race, (apart from having a blast running through 
camp!) is to raise funds for our Annual Campaign, allow-
ing us to give financial assistance to hundreds of campers 
each summer. Last year we raised more than $10,000 
through the Arctic Dash and we are hoping to beat that 
number this year. None of this would be possible without 
our dedicated Volunteer Arctic Dash Committee and race 
day volunteers, and we are always looking for extra 
hands to help! If you are interested in serving on the 
committee, or volunteering on race day please contact 
Sean Kline at skline@daytonymca.org.  

mailto:skline@daytonymca.org


Camp recently received an anonymous $5,000 do-
nation to create a STEM lab. The back room of the Nature 
Center will soon be dedicated to “Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, and Math.” Lined with items and activities that will 
engage and challenge campers all year round the STEM 
room will enhance several existing programs such as Science 
Add-on and Outdoor Education and also offer opportunities 
for new programs. Potential STEM stations may include: 
Catapults and Cannons, Roller Coaster Building, Ancient Civi-
lizations Archeology Dig Pit, Electric Car Demolition Derby, 
Fossils Making, and Fossil Hunting. 
 In addition, earlier this year Camp received funding 
for some much needed repairs to the Nature Center build-
ing. We are eagerly looking forward to using this revitalized 
program space come early spring and want to thank all in-
volved including the donors as well as the Kern Maintenance 
Department for doing the work. 

Volunteers Needed: 

In an effort to build a strong committee, we are seeking addi-

tional volunteers to help us with are various positions.  If you 

are interested in joining the committee, volunteering at 

events, assisting with the newsletter, donating, or anything 

else, please contact us at:  

campkernalumni@gmail.com 

Donations help Kern grow programming 

Kern Family Committee 

Kara Barton 

Erin Crosby 

Traci Hale Brown 

Andrea Kaercher 

Michele King 

Natalie Schiavone 

Curtis Wright 

Chris Addison (Kern Staff) 

Dave Moran (Kern Staff) 

2016 Events 
Pre Thanksgiving Feast 
Sunday, November 20th  
 
2016 Arctic Dash 
Saturday, December 3rd  
 
2017 Events 
Alumni Work Project Day 
Sunday, May 21 
 
Strawberries and Ice Cream 
Thursday, June 15 

Upcoming Kern Events 
 
Alumni Pool Party 
Sunday, August 13 
 
Alumni Work Project Day 
Sunday, September 24 
 
Pre Thanksgiving Feast 
Sunday November 19 
 
Arctic Dash 
Saturday December 2 

 

Nature Center—Internal renovations underway 


