
Each year hundreds of 5th and 6th graders 
gather into small bands and make a perilous 
journey back in time. Taking on various 
family roles, the students are launched into 
the year 1810 and obliged to deal with a 
troubling array of local citizens, some less 
savory than others. Characters such as 
frontiersman Obadiah Skaggs, school 
teacher Mistress Emily Walker, herbalist/
midwife Isabella Bates, and farmer Eli 
Cushing are legend in the woods of Camp Kern. Throughout the journey, students gain a first-hand 
perspective of the challenges of pioneer life in the early 1800’s. 

Living History 

Camp Says Good-Bye to Nate Garlick 
Intern extraordinaire, Nate Garlick, has just ended an 18 month stint at camp. 
During this time he wore a multitude of hats: he served as office manager for 
Ozone and guided zipline tours, he ran outdoor education programs, he was a 
lifeguard, photographer, media specialist, IT guru, and general go to guy for a 
variety of projects. His enthusiasm, good humor and obsessive attention to 
detail will be greatly missed. He is headed home to England, but plans to return 
to the US to persue a graduate degree. 

What’s New Around Camp 
This year has been filled with many new projects and updates to camp. 
These additions and renovations would not be possible without the 
generous support of our campers and alumni. The Oakwood Adventure 
Guides donated a new grill for 
the main camp pavilion. The 
Erbaugh Family donated a 
beautiful sign that marks the 
entrance to our Camp Kern 
Ranch. In addition, the Kern 
maintenance team has built 
two new yurts at Wilderness 
and fitted the Poppe House 
with a new roof. 
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 Summer Reflections 
Kern’s 109th summer was filled with fun and excitement as 2,123 
campers  visited us for a week of outdoor fun. Throughout the sum-
mer, campers enjoyed many of the traditional camp activities: swim-
ming, campfires, archery, canoeing, crafts, and sports as well as nu-
merous Kern specialties: the fossil ravine, Pete’s Tower, the double 
ziplines, and the ever famous Torpedo Family. Evenings were filled 
with campouts and big games. Summer 2018 also featured our popular 
theme camps where campers fully immersed themselves in the worlds 
of Percy Jackson, Harry Potter, and Star Wars. Hundreds of equine 
friends enjoyed the Kern herd as they experienced  Boots and Bits, 
Ranch Adventures, Trail Wranglers and more this summer. From horsemanship to trail rides, the ranchers 
learned and refined their equine skills. Summer 2018 also brought many wonderful partnerships with specialty 

groups. From old friends like camp Flame Catcher and Florida College to new ones 
like Camp Kaleidoscope, Kern offers a week of memories for all campers.  

As we begin planning for summer 2019, we continue to be intentional in our pro-
gramming. We want to help parents who are looking for ways to keep their chil-
dren active, get them outside and give them the opportunity to interact with peo-
ple from a variety of backgrounds. We will continue to focus on entwining our 
four core values of Respect, Honesty, Caring and Responsibility into everything we 
do here at Kern. At Kern we pride ourselves in giving campers the freedom to 
make meaningful and independent choices, take risks in a safe place, learn vital 
social skills and solve problems as a team and on their own.   

Summer Camp Testimonials 
The names have been changed to protect the identities of campers and parents.  
“Kern is a special place. Anna has had the opportunity to experience what it’s like to go to camp and the individ-
ual growth that is involved with that. She is a better person because of the time she's spent with your team.” 
 
“The things your team has done for Anna is what you'd do for any kid. I've seen your team handle kids with spe-
cial needs, kids with medical needs, and kids that just need some extra love. All of them handled with the care 
that your team showed Anna and given the chance to experience camp at their level. Camp Kern really is a spe-
cial place with special people. I'm not sure you'll ever realize how much we appreciate all that you've done.” 

“I want to thank Camp Kern for the exceptional time my son has had at camp. I cannot say enough good things 
about the experiences my son has had there. He is determined to be a counselor some day! Without the gener-
ous help of the scholarship committee, we could not afford camp. My son has ADHD and sometimes has issues 
with self-esteem. Camp has been such a positive experience for him. He comes home glowing with stories of 
what he has learned from the counselors and fellow campers. I wish I could afford another week for him. I would 
love to personally thank the donors.” 

My daughters learned a lot at camp that they have been using daily to help them build relationships with other 
children, they have been more helpful around the house, they ask a lot more investigative questions and they 
are kinder to each other. I am grateful to Camp Kern for investing in my children and helping to develop their 
leadership skills. They are going to be a great impact to their community and to the world. Thank you for being a 
part of their social growth, self-esteem and development.” 

“My son George bravely attended camp Kern for his first ever over night camp!! He was welcomed by counselors 
with smiles and energy! When I left him I knew he was going to have a week to remember! I was right! He came 
home excited to sing the songs he learned, and tell about the night he slept outside! George seems more confi-
dent and independent after his short week at Camp Kern! He loved his cabin counselors. He shared that they are 
really good problem solvers! I’m thankful for the wonderful experience to build friendships, develop confidence, 
independence and a week of being in nature! Thank you to all the dedicated staff members! I know George was 
well taken care of, and for that I am grateful!” 



The Impact of Camp 
Few things can bring a smile and sense of joy to people like camp memories. Camp brings a sense of freedom yet camarade-
rie. From children to adults, camp allows each one of us to put down our electronics and connect with the natural world 
around us. For some of us, camp is an opportunity to find our love of the outdoors or tackle fears we never thought we could 
overcome. Although a camp experience may mean something different to each person, the overarching theme is the lasting 
positive impact that camp bestows upon each person who spends time there.   

Over twenty years ago, I took a plunge that would forever change my life. In 1998 I was a 19 year old college student with an 
undecided major looking for a summer job. As luck would have it, the local YMCA was hiring summer day camp counselors. 
On a whim, I submitted an application to be a camp counselor—in the back of my 19 year old mind, I figured this would be a 
good test to see if I liked working with children. Turns out this whim would help shape my life. 

My first few years as a camp counselor were spent at a large day camp. I had the opportunity to work with the teens. Each 
week brought a new group of campers, many of which were eager to return to the air-conditioning and video games. As we 
encouraged them to join us in “creeking” and games of capture the flag in the forest, we slowly gained their attention. Before 
the end of the first day, the campers were in love with the outdoors. By Friday, it was the counselors who were nearly lying on 
the ground asking to be in air-conditioning while the campers were pleading with us for just one more round of archery. Many 
campers were surprised by how quickly camp had become a part of them. From teens that were too cool to “Repeat after 
me,” to leading the songs for all campers, camp had a funny way of grabbing a hold of even the most skeptical of teens. 

Following my run in day camp, I made the plunge to the residential world at Kern. I can remember my first day quite vividly—
a bubbly young lady of similar age popped into my office. With a large smile on her face she said. “You probably won’t last.” 
Unsure of how to respond, I said, “Thank you.” After an interesting beginning, Kern brought a new perspective on the impact 
of camp for me. From summer camp, to outdoor adventures, Kern offered an opportunity for everyone to get outside and 
challenge themselves. Throughout my years, I had the privilege of working with specialty groups where I watched children 
who had survived serious burns scale forty foot climbing walls. I saw children living with chronic diseases gamboling through-
out camp with such joy. For one week these children could release their fears and live freely as a Kern camper.  

Along with watching others flourish, my gratefulness for the camping experience also grew on a personal level. Camp allowed 
me to meet thousands of people from all different walks of life. Through our meetings, we shared challenges, laughs, tears, 
and through it all we built lasting memories. Overall, camp challenged me on many levels and prepared me to be a better 
member of society.  After twelve years in the camping world, I made the plunge into the middle school classroom. After ten 
years in the classroom, it is safe to say, no other path could have better prepared me to be a middle school teacher. My camp 
experiences allow me to break out into spontaneous songs, to chuckle when my lost and found pile covers and entire desk (in 
just one day!), and to think bigger than the curriculum.  

While I no longer live at camp and my commute now involves a major interstate, camp is still a large part of my life. From my 
unwavering faith when facing a challenge to the life-long friends I gained, camp has been an integral part of it all. Turns out 
the bubbly young lady that didn’t think I’d last is my best friend. Not to mention, a former leadership facilitator is now my 
husband. Camp has a funny way of bringing people together. Some may think camp is only a week or a couple days of fun, but 
for most camp has an effect that will last a lifetime.  
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The Passing of a Beloved Friend of Kern 
Camp Kern was saddened by the loss of one of our most beloved friends, Lee Whitney, in 
June. Lee was one of Camp's biggest supporters, and together with his wonderful wife Betsy, 
helped shape Camp Kern over decades of involvement. Lee served on the Camp Kern board, 
gave generously to capital & scholarship campaigns, supported the the golf outing and, along-
side Bob Siebenthaler, funded the very first high ropes course at Kern. Lee's personality lit up 
a room and his commitment to service is something we could all learn from. He will be sorely 
missed. Our thoughts and prayers continue to go out to Betsy, Richard, Anne and Molly. 



• AC replaced in Singerman Lodge 

• Elk Lake repairs complete  

• Cabin deck replacements 

• All new air conditioners for main camp cabins 

• Elk Lodge now has a dishwasher 

• The Moore Building interior painted, new ceiling, 
new water fountain/bottle filling station 

Volunteers Needed: 

In an effort to build a strong committee, we are seeking   

additional volunteers to help us with are various positions.  If 

you are interested in joining the committee, volunteering at 

events, assisting with the newsletter, donating, or anything 

else, please contact us at:  

campkernfamily@gmail.com 

Facility Improvements This Year 

Kern Family Committee 

Kara Barton 

Erin Crosby 

Traci Hale Brown 

Andrea Kaercher 

Michele King 

Natalie Schiavone 

Curtis Wright 

Chris Addison (Kern Staff) 

Dave Moran (Kern Staff) 

2018 Events 
Saturday December 1st The 
2018 Arctic Dash 
 
2019 Events 
Alumni Spring Work Day  
Sunday May 5, 2019 
 
Strawberries and Ice Cream 
Thursday June 13, 2019 
 
Alumni Pool Party  
Sunday August 18, 2019  
 
Alumni Fall Work Project Day 
Sunday September 22, 2019 
 
Pre Thanksgiving Feast  
Sunday November 24, 2019 
 
Arctic Dash  
Saturday December 7, 2019 

Upcoming Kern Events Staff Spotlight - Karley Holdman 

 
Karley rejoined the Camp Kern staff team earlier this fall as the 
new Teen and Family Coordinator.  
 
When asked what she most liked about camp and her new posi-
tion, this is what Karley had to say: 
• I get to use my creativity to create impactful experiences 

for campers.  
• I was a camper at Kern my whole life and now I get to give 

back to a place that meant 
so much to me. 

• Camp is gorgeous in the Fall! 
• The staff here are amazing. 

Not only are they good at 
what they do, they have 
been super supportive and 
welcoming! 

• I get to work with and help 
shape some of my favorite 
summer camp programs at 
Kern like our Harry Potter 
week and Ultimate Survivor. 

• The pay is a lot more stable 
than what I was getting at 
my traveling circus gig.  


