
 

 

 

 

Here we are again! The last 18 months have obviously been challenging for everyone, but YMCA Camp 
Kern is still here and we are determined to be a positive force in our community once again! The need for 
meaningful and memorable outdoor experiences is more important than ever. As always, we are 
committed to providing a safe and magical summer, so below are the latest updates on how camp will 
operate in 2021. There have been some very recent updates from the State of Ohio, and the outline 
below is based on latest guidance. These changes will also be available on our website in the next week 
or so. We highly recommend you cover these changes with your camper so you both know what to expect 
this summer. As always, if you have any questions please get in touch! Please note, if you attended Camp 
Kern in 2020, some of the information below has changed from last summer. 

Pre-Camp Health Checks 
• We are strongly suggesting that campers be tested for COVID-19 no more than 3 days prior to 

their arrival at camp and receive a negative result. Although this is not required, it is another layer 
of protection that will help keep camp healthy, and open this summer. 

• Camper families will be asked to monitor their temperature and any COVID symptoms for 14 days 
prior to their session.  

• Camper families will be asked to be extra vigilant in following state guidelines such as not 
traveling, avoiding large gatherings, wearing a mask and physically distancing for 14 days prior to 
their session.  

• Campers with a higher risk of complications due to COVID-19 must consult with their healthcare 
provider before deciding on whether to attend camp. 

• If a camper, or someone in a camper family, exhibits any symptoms of COVID-19 within 2 weeks 
of their camp session, they will not be allowed to attend camp. 

 
Vaccinations 

• We are strongly suggesting that all eligible campers (currently anyone aged 12 and up) are fully 
vaccinated before arriving at camp. This means receiving the second dose two weeks prior to your 
camper check-in. Although this is not a requirement, it is another layer of protection that will help 
keep camp healthy and open this summer. 

• We are also encouraging all our counselors and other camp staff to be vaccinated prior to arriving 
for staff training, although this is not a requirement for hiring.  

 
Check-in & Check-out 

• Check-out for all programs will be Friday evening. 
• Check-in and check-out will be staggered by program. All Sunday check-in’s will be 3pm - 5pm. All 

Monday check-ins will be 7.30am – 8.30am. Check out will be around 6pm Friday. You will receive 
details of your designated check-in / check-out time in your pre-camp email and call. 

• Only one family member / guardian will be allowed at check-in and check-out. 
• Family members / guardians and campers will be required to wear masks throughout the check-in 

and check-out process, unless they are fully vaccinated.  
• Verbal health checks of family members and campers will be performed at check-in.  
• Camp staff will help campers move luggage to and from vehicles.  
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• Family members and campers will park their vehicle in the designated parking lot and proceed 
through an outdoor check-in process (weather dependent), health check (including temperature 
checks), nurse meeting etc. Camp families will not be permitted to walk to cabins or walk around 
camp property. 

• There will be no parent program at check-out, including horse shows. 
 
Cabin Groups 

• Cabin size will be limited to 6 or 7 campers and 1 or 2 counselors. This 'cabin group' will stay 
together for the entire week and will maintain social distancing of at least 6ft from all other cabin 
groups and counselors.  

• Bunk beds will be placed 6ft apart from each other and campers will sleep head-to-toe. Sharing of 
items will be discouraged / prohibited depending on the item. 

• Cabin groups will use showers at scheduled times to avoid overlap with other cabin groups. 
• In general, cabin groups will rotate through activities at camp. Some activities will be limited 

based on total camper population in a week and our normal age restrictions. 
• Large group activities will be canceled or modified in order to keep cabin groups separate.  
• Other activities like camp out night and off-site field trips will generally be canceled, although 

some exceptions (when they can be done safely) will occur. 
 
Masks 

• The vast majority of the time, campers will not have to wear masks. However, camp can not be 
completely ‘mask free’ as we have campers and staff who may not be vaccinated for a variety of 
reasons.  

• Masks must be worn by all campers when in a ‘public’ building / space where other cabin groups 
may be present. Examples include dining halls (unless eating / drinking), recreation halls, meeting 
spaces, bathrooms.  

• Masks are not required while in cabins / sleeping areas. 
• Masks will not be worn outside unless for some reason a cabin group can not stay more than 6ft 

away from another cabin group (this will be very rare!). 
• Please make sure campers have 2-3 masks for the week in case one is lost or misplaced, but camp 

will also have spares. 
 
Meals & dining  

• Meal times may be staggered. 
• Cabin groups will sit at designated tables and tables will be at least 8ft apart. 
• Meals will be a combination of ‘family-style’ and ‘grab and go’ to eliminate congregating.  
• Alternative dining and eating locations may be used and eating outside will be encouraged. 
• Our goal is still to provide a choice of tasty food items at each meal, with healthy eating options 

and plenty of liquids. We will still accommodate dietary restrictions.   
• Salad bar, sandwich bar, breakfast bar and toast bar will be replaced with pre-packaged items or 

grab and go options where possible. 
 
COVID-19 Case at Camp 
We are committed to being honest and transparent with our families, and despite our best efforts and 
precautions to ensure a safe experience for all, the truth is that we can’t guarantee that COVID-19 will 
not affect someone at camp this summer.  
It is up to each family to make the decision about whether to send their child to camp.  



If there is a confirmed or suspected case of COVID-19 at Camp, below is a general guide to the steps we 
will take to ensure everyone is as safe and informed as possible: 

• Treat any symptoms. 
• Isolate any camper or staff member involved. 
• Have staff members tested. 
• Notify family member / guardian of any camper involved. 
• Notify other camper families as appropriate. 
• Notify the Warren County Health Department and assist with any contact tracing as required. 
• Deep clean and sanitize any affected areas. 

Based on the situation we may also: 
• Require family members / guardians of campers to pick up their child from camp immediately.  
• Request EMT assistance if a case is severe enough, based on the advice of our healthcare staff. 
• Shut down all or part of camp programming for a period. 
• We hope this plan is never required but we want our families to be prepared for all eventualities.  

 
Miscellaneous  

• Daily temperature checks will be taken of all campers and staff. 
• “Canteen” (Camp Store) will be available during the week for campers, but not at check-in or 

check-out. No food is sold at the “Canteen”, just camp merchandise and supplies.  
• Camper mail. We will not be accepting camper packages at check-in, or via mail. Letters only may 

be mailed to campers and you may send your camper an ‘email letter' that will be printed and 
delivered to campers daily. 

• We will upload pictures of ‘all camp’ activities (dance, campfire etc.) regularly to our smugmug site. 
Cabin photo's will be given to each camper during check-out.  

• Lost & Found - will be washed and dried each week and stored at camp, but will only be available 
for pick-up at the end of the summer (August 15th). 

 
Cleaning / Hand-washing 
 

• Camp will once again be prioritizing cleaning and hand washing / sanitizing. 
• Hand washing / sanitizing stations at entrances to all buildings.  
• Regular cleaning of high touch areas. 
• Deep cleaning of camp between camp sessions. 
• Use of a third-party cleaning company to clean / sanitize high traffic areas thoroughly each evening. 

 
A lot of care and consideration has gone into each of our operating decisions for summer camp 2021, and while 
we do not anticipate any changes, we cannot guarantee these policies will not change between now and your 
campers’ session. If they do we will be in touch. Thank you for your patience and understanding.  
 
Resources used to create 2021 policies: 
 
CDC Guidance on Summer Camp: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/summer-camps.html 
 
American Camping Association ‘Field Guide’: 
https://www.acacamps.org/resource-library/coronavirus/camp-business/field-guide-camps 
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